CHAPTER VIII

NOTE  ON  " A RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

HERE I am going to discuss Freud's interpreta-
tion of a religious experience and generalize
Dn the religious-psychological significance of his
little essay.
It must be emphasized that the material on
which his interpretation is based is extremely
scanty. It consists of a brief epistolary communica-
tion. The facts are as follows: One day Freud, in
the course of an interview, expressed his indifference
to the life after death. Shortly afterward an
American physician wrote to him recounting a
religious experience which he hoped would have
some telling effect upon the sceptic. The physician
told of how, when he was yet a student, he had
been profoundly moved at the sight of the corpse
of an old woman with a serene, lovely face; and
how this event had determined his religious views.
When he saw this corpse on the dissection table the
thought had suddenly flashed through him: No,
there is no God; if there were a God he would never
have allowed such a sweet-faced, dear old woman
to lie dishonoured in the dissection room. This
was not the first time he had doubted the teachings
of Christianity; but on this afternoon he resolved
he would never enter a church again. An inner
voice had admonished him to think well before he
denied God. And his mind had replied to this
inner voice : If I can be shown with certainty that
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